Rt Hon Greg Clark MP

Department for Communities & Local Government
Eland House
Bressenden Place
London 
SW1E 5DU
Dear Mr Clark

Draft National Planning Policy Framework

…………….. Cricket Club is deeply concerned by the lack of protection for sport and recreation facilities in the draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). While we support the need to encourage sustainable development we cannot accept that it must be at the expense of valuable community facilities which enable physical activity and promote community cohesion.

Paragraph 129 of the draft NPPF states that:

Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, should not be built on unless: the need for and benefits of the development clearly outweighs the loss.

This policy ignores the community benefits of sport and recreation and means that:

· Open space, sport and recreation facilities will be more vulnerable to development than they are at the moment.

· Playing field protection will be reduced, despite assurances, as there is no requirement to provide a like for like replacement.

· Developers will be less likely to provide sport and recreation facilities through planning obligations.
To maintain current levels of protection for sport and recreation facilities the draft NPPF should be amended with the addition (paragraph 129, above) of the words ‘and a suitable replacement is provided’. This will help maintain the availability of valuable sport and recreation facilities.

Yours sincerely

